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The Beauty of the Church

A couple of weeks ago in a sermon called fiStand Outo, | shared the following article called fiThe Beauty
of the Churcho. Itis written by Jason Waldon. Several people asked if | would send them a copy of it
so | also decided to share it here. - Jay

Church is hard.

Church can be hard for the person walking through the doors feeling guilty for some of the things
theyive done.

Church is hard for the prodigal soul returning home, broken and battered by the world.

Church is hard for the young guy or girl who is trying to make it look like they have it all together,
but knowing that they donit.

Church is hard for the couple thatis been fighting all morning or all month.

Church can be hard for single parents, surrounded by couples holding hands, raising their kids
together.

Church is hard for the widow and widower who wonders if theyill have to eat lunch alone again.
Church is hard for the parent whose son or daughter is drifting and wants nothing to do with family.
Church is hard for the person who finds itis hard to sing worship songs because their heart feels
empty.

Church is hard for the nursery volunteer who desperately longs for their own baby to love.

Church is hard for those who are single and searching for the right person to share their life with.
Church is hard for sinners, which is all of us. Itis hard because on the outside, we want everything
to look shiny and perfect. However, underneath, we know itis not. We know wefre messy and
imperfect and broken and that we have a whole host of secret sins, and pains, and struggles.

But, here is the beauty of church. Church isnit a building. Itis a body of believers that donit have
to be perfect. Church is a group of sinners, who are loved deeply by God and forgiven and saved
by His grace. Church is a safe place and a refuge for broken hearts. Itis not a place for people
who have it all together. Itis a place to be honest and transparent, a place to regroup and reset
and catch your breath. It's a rest stop and training ground for warriors.

Church is both confrontation and invitation. Itis where sin is confronted, repentance is encouraged,
and where lives are healed by Godis never ending grace. Church is a lesson in faith and trust. Itis
a place where we can be honest and real. Church is a family. A family coming together, setting
aside differences, forgetting past mistakes, to share the twists and turns of life together.

So even on the hard days at church, the days when we are at odds with a friend or when weive ar-
gued with someone we love. When wefve walked in with pains heavier than our hearts can han-
dle, and weire weary from trying to hold it all together.

We can know that church is always worth it, coming to this beautiful place is always worth it. Even
when weire afraid or broken or hurt, itis always worth it. Because the one thing we can always
count on is this, our God will always meet us here. He will always meet us and minister to us in
the way we need Him to. And all of that happens here in this beautiful place called church.







OASIS NEWS

August is here, summer is winding down, and our students are headed back to
school. That means OASIS will be getting back into our regular routine of
Sunday School and Wednesday night worship. Of course, students can't start
back to school properly without a proper back to school bash, so we are
planning one on Wednesday, August 4th, 6:00pm-8:00pm. All of our 6th-12th
graders and recent OASIS alumni are invited to join us for some messy, wet
games, food, and lots of fun.

STUDENT MINISTRY

- Adam Tankersley

United United Methodist Women Dinner & Meeting
Methodist The United Methodist Women are starting to meet together again! All ladies
of the church are invited to join us at the Oakwood Cafe for our annual dining
out meal (Dutch Treat) on Tuesday, August 3rd at 6:00 pm. For those who
want to carpool, please meet at the church by 5:30.

We plan to enjoy a good meal, some fellowship, and start planning our Annual
Yard Sale and Bazaar. Please contact Ann Kuzniak by Sunday, August 1st at
Women 706.581.8231 to make your reservation.

Wednesday Nights at THUMC

There’s sonrething for everyowne so come check it out!

: Children (Infant thru 2 yrs old.

A-safe and fun nursery for THUMC’s youngest
Children'is provided upstairs.

Children (3 Yrs - 5th Grade
Children 3 Yrs to 5" Grade are invited to take

Dinner & activities for all
ages-will resume on

Wednesday,

August 18th. 1 part in THUMC's Glow Nights in the

main:building @-6:15pin.

Dinner will be served from . Youth:(6"- 12" Grade)

5:45-6:25pm. Cost is $5 for Oasis for Middle:and High School Students will

18 years & older. Free for meet.in the Youth House for games &
those under-18: . worship @ 6:15pm.

Adults
All'adults are invited to meet'in the Fellowship -
Class from 6:30-7:30pm each Wednesday. 'We'll-be :
watching and discussing.anépisode of .
“The Chosen” each week. This is an incredible
series about Jesus from the perspective of those
closest to Him. Everyone is invited!

Small Group Activities &
Bible Studies end at
7:30pm.
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