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In the fourteenth chapter of Matthew’s gospel, Jesus walks out across the water to meet the disciples. He then invites   

Peter to step out of the boat that he’s in and to join Him on the water.  At first, Peter is reluctant.  He prefers the safety and 

security of the boat.  Eventually though, Peter musters the courage to join Jesus on the water.  I won’t retell the entire story 

here but I encourage you to reread it sometime. It’s a great story about stepping out in faith to follow God.  
 

Unfortunately, most days we can be a lot like Peter.  We like it in the boat.  Everything is familiar in the boat. It’s safe and 

comfortable in the boat.  But the truth is, God has a way of blessing those who are willing to step out of what is safe and 

comfortable to serve Him.   
 

As I see it, there are two places we can choose to live our lives: safely inside our comfort zones or outside of them in what 

I call the “blessing zone”.  In our comfort zones, we don’t need much faith because we only do things and plan ministries 

that are safe and manageable.  In the blessing zone, we plan things that cannot happen without God’s help and we try to 

find new strategies to do ministry.  
 

In the comfort zone, we keep God out of the mix.  We put Him on the sidelines and say, “We’ve got this.  We’ll call on you 

if we need you but honestly we probably won’t need to call on you because we’ve got this planned so well it can’t fail.”   

In the blessing zone, we’re completely dependent on God and constantly turning to Him and asking for His help.  In the 

comfort zone, when we do something good, we pat each other on the back and say, “Wow, look at what we did!”  But in 

the blessing zone, we say, “Wow, look at what God did!” 
 

So it’s up to us.  We can choose to live and serve where we’re comfortable or we can step out and serve in new ways.  We 

can choose either path. However, I’m convinced that the path that requires the most faith will also yield the most blessings. 
 

2022 is going to be an exciting and historic year for our church.  In just a few months, we’ll become an independent church 

because we believe that’s what God is calling us to do. In order to take this step, it’s going to take every one of us.  If we 

want to continue to do great things for God and to keep growing in depth and in number, we all have to be willing to do our 

part and allow God to use us in new ways.   
 

So with that in mind, let me ask you, are you ready to STEP OUT of what’s comfortable to serve God in 2022?  That may 

mean organizing a mission project that this church has never done before.  It may mean joining the choir, starting a new 

Journey Group, or agreeing to lead a bible study.  It may mean helping with the GLOW Kids, the Oasis Students, or the 

Young at Heart Group.     
 

There are all kinds of places to serve. All that you need to do is to take a step. Pray about how God wants you to serve in 

the year ahead, find the leader of the area that you’re interested in, then ask him/her how you can help.  It’s that simple. 
 

If God has already helped you find a place to serve Him.  I want to challenge you to invite someone else who hasn’t found 

their place to help you serve in that same area.  That may be how God is calling you to step out.  Maybe the best thing you 

can do is to help get someone else involved in the work that you’re already doing.   
 

Know that I’m excited about the year that is ahead of us.  I believe our future is bright as a church and that God has great 

things in store for us. As we move into 2022, may we all prayerfully consider how we can STEP OUT in faith to serve Him. 
 

Grace & Peace, 

Jay 

Stepping into the New Year 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Please note: Prayer requests remain on the church’s prayer 
list for four weeks.  If a request needs to stay on the list 
longer than four weeks, please let us know.  To add or      

remove a friend or loved one, please contact the church   
office at (706) 673-4022 or thumc@optilink.us.   

Thank you! 
 

THUMC Family: 
Jack Jackson (Marine Corps), Mary Helen Jolly, Susie 
Webb, Martha Nuckolls, Larry Reed, Barbara Vaughn, 
Ron Houston, Marilyn Martin, Ray Sharp family, Denton 
Nuckolls, Nancy Hampton, Valerie Cleaver, Judy Lusk, 
Shirley Gribble, Brandon Dalton 
 
 

THUMC’s Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
 
 

Extended Friends & Family of THUMC:           
Friends of Frank & Carol Dubee 
Rev. Cecil Williams family - friend of the Polks 
Cindy Howard family - cousin of Valerie Cleaver 
Frances Saylors - Paula Saylor’s mother-in-law 
Laura Souther - Keith & Debbie Griffin’s daughter 
*Vicki (Hedrick) Burge family - sister of Keith Hedrick 
*Vicki Crocker - sister of Valerie Cleaver 
*Tim Chesser - brother of Bill Chesser 
*Hannah Holland & Jackson Hughes family 
*Ellie Szollosi - mother of Caroline Hedrick 
*Sherry Griffin - Hiram & Jane Griffin’s daughter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
Weekly Budget Needed:  $5,130 

 
 
 
 

Total Giving for October 
GENERAL BUDGET:  $19,731 

OTHER DESIGNATED GIVING:  $6,759 
 
 
 
 

Total Giving for November 
GENERAL BUDGET:  $14,369 

OTHER DESIGNATED GIVING:  $3,476 
 
 
 

 
Total Giving for December (thru 12/19) 

GENERAL BUDGET:  $13,022 
OTHER DESIGNATED GIVING:  $36,676 

 
 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 
 

My family is so thankful for all the food, cards, 

phone calls, sweet messages and prayers.  We have 

been extremely blessed by your love and support 

during this difficult time and we are so appreciative. 
                                     

                                           Delilah Sharp and Family 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

January 3rd - Church Office Closed 

January 4th - UMW Meeting 6:00pm 

January 5th - No Wednesday Activities 

January 6th - Administrative Board  
           Meeting 6:30pm 

 

January 9th - Transition Team  
                       Meeting 2:00pm 

January 10th - Missions Meeting        
           6:30pm 

 

January 11th - Trustees Meeting    
          6:30pm 

 

January 12th - Wednesday Evening                              
    Activities Resume 

 

OASIS NEWS 
As I am writing this there are still a couple of days left in 2021.  Today, I 
have been thinking back through all the ups and downs I have experienced 
this year and there have been more than a few.  One thing that stands out 
above all the rest has been God's faithfulness.  He continues to pour out 
blessings on me and my family.  He has been at work in the lives of our   
students.  He has blessed our church and community.  I count it a blessing 
that God has allowed me to do ministry here with this congregation, and I 
look forward to what God is going to do in the coming year.  I invite you to 
join with me in praying as we start a new year and a new season for our 
church.  Pray for our church leadership, all of our ministries (especially our 
youth), and each other that God will use us to do amazing things for His 
kingdom in the coming days and months.                                  

                                                    - Adam Tankersley                                     

FRESH START FUND 
As we announced earlier this month, THUMC’s application to disaffiliate from the 
United Methodist Church was recently approved by the North Georgia          
Conference Trustees.  This is great news, as the leaders of our church have 
been working to make this happen for almost two years.  We fully anticipate final 
approval of this disaffiliation at Annual Conference June 2-4, 2022.  Once this 
final approval is received, THUMC will officially become an independent church 
on July 1st, 2022.  
 
In order to take this step, we have agreed to pay $93,000 in pension liabilities and apportionment 
fees. For those who are able to help our church meet this need, we recently launched the “Fresh Start 
Fund”.  You’ll be pleased to know that over $40,000 has already been given so we are already off to a 
great start!   
 
We are going to need everyone’s help to reach this goal.  If you are able to contribute, please make 
your check payable to THUMC, write “Fresh Start Fund” in the memo section, then place it in the    
offering box at church or mail it to P.O. Box 146, Tunnel Hill, GA  30755.  
 
This is an exciting time to be a part of this church.  We hope that you’ll prayerfully consider giving a 
gift to invest in it’s future!  

Fresh 
Start 

Fund 
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