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“Are We There Yet?” 

When I was in elementary school, my family would vacation down on the Gulf Coast of Florida each 
summer.  It was only a 7 or 8 hour drive, but to me, that seemed like 7-8 days!  It became a joke in my 
family because just as soon as we got on the road, I would start saying, “How much longer until we get 
there?” or “Are we there yet?”  You see, I couldn’t stand not being there.  The journey, the time in         
between where I was and where I wanted to be, was tough for me. 
  

At first I thought I was just impatient, but it was more than that.  It’s something I’ve struggled with all my 
life.  I have a tendency to get so focused on the future that I can struggle to enjoy the present..  When I 
was in Jr. High, I couldn’t wait until I was in High School.  When I graduated from High School, I couldn’t 
wait until I graduated from college. It was a never-ending cycle. 
 

I guess it’s something that a lot of us can struggle with.  We can become so focused on reaching the next 
point in life that we can forget to enjoy the journey.  One of my favorite quotes is “Life is what happens 
while you make plans to do other things.”  That’s true isn’t it?  If we’re not careful we can rush through life 
planning for the future and constantly feeling like we aren’t there yet. 
 

In the Old Testament we’re told that the Jewish people find themselves living in Babylon.  They are      
determined to reach the promised land, but they’re not there yet and for them, the journey to get there 
was a long one.  They spent decades living “in between” destinations and for a season they were forced 
to live in Babylon.  In that kind of situation, you might think God would say, “Listen, this is only temporary, 
do just enough to get by.  Don’t plant too much food.  Don’t get too comfortable.”  But that’s not at all 
what He told them at all.  In fact, God told them just the opposite.   
 

Here’s what He tells them they should do, God said, "Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and 
eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your 
daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not 
decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile, because 
if it prospers, you too will prosper." - Jeremiah 29:4-7 
 

Isn’t that great?  God was saying, “Wherever you find yourself, dig in and make the best of it” or as it's 
been said, “Bloom where you’re planted.”  That’s basically what God was telling the Hebrew people.  He 
was saying, “When you're in between destinations, settle in and make the best of it.  Live like you'll be 
there your whole life.”  I think that’s good advice for us all.  A missionary named Jim Elliott once said, 
"Wherever you are, be all there."  That’s good advice isn’t it?  And that’s basically what God was telling 
the Jewish people when they found themselves in between destinations. 
 

Maybe that’s how you are feeling right now. Maybe you feel like you’re ‘not really there yet’ or that you’re 
living in some temporary situation. And maybe you’re starting to feel frustrated because you just want to 
get to the next point in your life.   
 

If that’s where you are, just remember, life isn’t a race to the finish line. It’s about enjoying every moment 
that God gives us and leaving the future in His hands.  I think that’s why Jesus said, “Do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.”   May God bless you as you walk with Him and enjoy all 
that today holds.   
 

Grace & Peace, 

Jay 
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Please note: Prayer requests remain on the church’s prayer 
list for four weeks.  If a request needs to stay on the list 
longer than four weeks, please let us know.  To add or      

remove a friend or loved one, contact the church office at 
(706) 673-4022 or office@tunnelhillcommunity.church.  

Thank you! 
 

THCC Family: 
Jack Jackson (Marine Corps), Mary Helen Jolly, Martha 
Nuckolls, Barbara Vaughn,  Dottie Griffin, Marilyn    
Martin, Maribelle Richardson, Wendy Voiles, Veda 
Nuckolls, Justin Barton, Anne Monk, Wayne Neyman 
family, Dot Rann 
 

 

Extended Friends & Family of THUMC:           
Friends of Frank & Carol Dubee 
Tim Chesser - Bill Chesser’s Brother 
Zach Kinnaird - Bill & Ann Kuzniak’s grandson 
Brooks Lansing family 
David Duval family 
W.L. Davis family 
David Hicks 
Willadene Harris - Annette Moody’s sister 
Cameron Griffin - friend of Julia Davidson 
Dewey Cavender family 
Curt Pazdro - cousin of Norma Burroughs & Dreschels 
*Natasha - Paula Saylors’ niece 
*Mike Frisbee family 
*Betty Watts family 
*Jayden -  friend of Valerie Cleaver 
*Alicia Goad - friend of Judy House 
*Cody Crist - Valerie Cleaver’s cousin 
*Becky Carpenter - friend of V. Cleaver & M. Martin 
*Doris Masters family 
*Debbie Umstead - Paula Saylors’ sister 
 
 

(* notes new additions) 

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
Weekly Budget Needed:  $5,130 

 
 

 
 

Total Giving for June  
GENERAL BUDGET:  $18,926 

OTHER DESIGNATED GIVING:  $4,550 
 
 
 
 

Total Giving for July  
GENERAL BUDGET:  $35,270 

OTHER DESIGNATED GIVING:  $5,194 
 
 
 
 

Total Giving for August 
GENERAL BUDGET:  $27,617 

OTHER DESIGNATED GIVING:  $2,346 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

September 4th Communion Sunday 
 

September 5th Labor Day - Office Closed 
 

September 6th Ladies Meeting 6:00pm 
 

Sept. 8th Ladies Beginners Yoga 9:00am 
 

September 12th Missions Meeting 6:30pm 
 

September 13th Trustees Meeting 6:30pm 
 

Sept. 14th Oasis Bring Your Parents Night 
 

Sept. 15th Ladies Beginners Yoga 9:00am 
 

Sept. 22nd Ladies Beginners Yoga 9:00am 
 

Sept. 29th Ladies Beginners Yoga 9:00am 

OASIS NEWS 
It has been a great summer for Tunnel Hill Community Church.  It has 
been great to see so many of our members back for in person worship 
and to see all the new faces that have been joining us in worship the 
past few months.  There is a fresh energy flowing through our          
congregation, and I look forward to seeing where God is leading and 
what He has in store for us. 
 
This growth has also brought with it more opportunities for each of us 
to engage and participate in ministry.  More children, youth, and adults 
equals more small groups that need leaders, helpers, and volunteers.  
It means more hands needed in missions, outreach, and our kitchen       
ministry.  1 Corinthians 12 tells us that the body is made up of many parts and cannot function 
without the parts working together.  I hope you would prayerfully consider what role God has 
gifted you to fulfill in the Body of Christ and then let me know what you feel passionate about 
and we’ll sit down over a cup of coffee and see which ministries at Tunnel Hill Community 
Church best line up with your talents.  If we don’t have one then we will see about starting one.  
We want to help you fulfill your calling in Christ. 
 
One more thing, all 6th-12th grade students and their parents are invited to join us on           
September 14th for a special night at OASIS.  We would love to share a typical OASIS night 
with our parents and also give out some information and event plans for the coming school year.  
We hope you can join us! 

- Love in Christ,  Adam 
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