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Joy is a fruit of the Spirit that is essential to our lives as Christians. It is a source of strength 

and encouragement that helps us to persevere through the challenges and struggles of life. 

With that said, joy can also be elusive and difficult to hang onto because we have an enemy 

that is constantly on the prowl trying to steal it from us.   

 

One way to hang on to joy is by staying focused on God's goodness. The Psalmist wrote, 

"Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed are those who take refuge in him!" (Psalm 

34:8). When we take time to reflect on the many blessings that God has given us, it helps us 

to cultivate an attitude of gratitude and joy.  

 

We can also cultivate joy in our lives by remembering God is always present with us. The 

Psalmist also wrote, "Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me" (Psalm 23:4). When we 

trust in God's presence, it gives us hope and peace in the midst of difficult circumstances. 

 

Another way to cultivate joy in our lives is by serving others. When we serve others, we are 

showing God's love to those around us and bringing joy and happiness to their lives. This, in 

turn, brings joy to our own lives as well. 

 

Being thankful in all circumstances also helps us to hang on to joy.  1 Thessalonians 5:18 

states "Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you".  

This does not mean that we are always happy about every circumstance we face, but it does 

mean that we can find things to be thankful for even in the midst of difficult times.  When we 

focus on the good things in our lives, it helps us to stay positive and experience more joy. 

 

In this new year, may we all strive to cultivate joy in our lives and be a source of joy to those 

around us. 

 

Grace & Peace, 

Jay 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Please note: Prayer requests remain on the church’s prayer 
list for four weeks.  If a request needs to stay on the list 
longer than four weeks, please let us know.  To add or      

remove a friend or loved one, contact the church office at 
(706) 673-4022 or office@tunnelhillcommunity.church.  

Thank you! 
 
 
 

 
THCC Family: 
Jack Jackson (Marine Corps), Mary Helen Jolly, Martha 
Nuckolls, Barbara Vaughn,  Dottie Griffin, Marilyn    
Martin, Wendy Voiles, Veda Nuckolls, Justin Barton, 
Dot Rann, Butch Middleton, Lois Bradford, Valerie 
Cleaver 
 

 
 
 
 

Extended Friends & Family of THUMC:           
Friends of Frank & Carol Dubee 
Kelly & Madison Shapiro - daughter & granddaughter  
                        of Dan & Rebecca McEntire 
Susie Greer - friend of Ellen Dreschel 
Tim Chesser family 
Tami Edwards family 
Donna Hardin - friend of Janice Helton 
Jo Combest - friend of Janice Helton 
Connie Dean - friend of Janice Helton 
Sabrina - friend of Anne Monk 
Sawyer Laykin - friend of Susie Webb 
Lee Headrick family 
*Debbie Kittle family 
*Tiffani Cooper - friend of Erin Watson 
*Derek Sims - Tarah Horne’s brother 
*James Wheeler - friend of Janice Helton 
*Logun Reep - Mallorie Crane’s cousin 
*Ray Shepherd family 
 
 

(* notes new additions) 

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
Weekly Budget Needed:  $5,130 

 
 
 

Total Giving for October 
GENERAL BUDGET:  $28,829 

OTHER DESIGNATED GIVING:  $1,739 
 

 
 
 

Total Giving for November  
GENERAL BUDGET:  $18,705 

OTHER DESIGNATED GIVING:  $2,423 
 
 
 
 

Total Giving for December  
GENERAL BUDGET:  $23,568 

OTHER DESIGNATED GIVING:  $29,180 
 
 
 
 

 

 

LADIES BOOK CLUB 
 

The next meeting of the THCC Ladies 
Book Club will be Thursday, January 
12

th
 at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Class.  We 

will be discussing If I Were You by Lynn 
Austin.  All ladies of the church are invited 
to participate. It’s never too late to 
join!  Please see Anne Monk, Vi Grimmett 
or Ellen Dreschel for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Note to Our Church Family: 
 
Thank you for the lovely Peace Lily sent to us when 
Mom passed away.  We are truly grateful for the 
texts, cards, and words of love. 
 

                                                          Cindy & Joel Fehd 

OASIS NEWS 
It is the beginning of a new year.  That means New Year's resolutions have 

been on many of our minds.  As I was considering plans for my own life for 

2023, I took a little time and looked at some of the most common          

resolutions.  Exercise more, eat healthier, lose weight, save money, and 

spend more time with friends and family were at the top of most lists, but as 

Christians we tend to also make commitments to spend more time with 

God, win more souls to Christ, and do big things for the kingdom.  While all 

of these things are good, it sometimes seems to put a lot of extra pressure 

on each of us to succeed, and unfortunately, we are often very critical in how we measure           

success.   

I ran across a blog post from Leslie Kehl Vannin where she addressed the idea of doing big things 

for God.  She referenced Philippians 3:7-14 and went on to point our that even in the mundane and 

simple tasks we do each day, we can commune with God and work toward His fame.  We don't 

have to always be about the big things.  She concluded her post with this:  There is so much      

freedom in letting go of our human version of success, which oftentimes turns into a misguided 

“Christian” version of success, achievement and identity. When we let go of these things, we can 

trade them in for Godly contentment and confidence in Christ’s work, His loving presence, and His 

ability to lead us to where He knows we can most effectively serve Him. Jesus is the cornerstone 

around whom we must build our identities and His is the kingdom we must build.  So yes! Go do big 

things for God, truly “big” things—the things of everyday life—for Him, with Him and by His grace. 

I plan on working toward my list of goals for the year, but I am approaching it from a Christ centered 

standpoint.  I want to do big things for God, but I will be content with being successful in the small 

things.  I'm also looking forward to seeing how God uses our congregation this coming year.  I would 

love for us to do some big things for God, but we need to start with the small things before we can 

expect God to trust us with the big stuff.  

Dates to Remember: 

OASIS Resumes - January 11th 
- In Christ,  Adam 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Members of THCC: 
 

Thank you so much for the generous gift card.  
Each time I use it I will think of you!  I feel 
overwhelmed by your recognition and     
standing ovation.  I have truly enjoyed my 
time as organist for Tunnel Hill Community 
Church. 
 

Lovingly,  

Lois Bradford 

Thank You 
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